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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

The District Assembly in collaboration with the Traditional Council, the Assembly member, and unit committee 

members of Adansi Asokwa organized an engagement program with Landlords of the area on 4th September 

2022 at 3:00 pm. The program was held at Christ Apostolic Church at Asokwa. Fifty-three persons participated 

in the program with thirty-nine males and fourteen females. The objectives of the program were to encourage 

the Landlords to form associations, educate participants on the processes of acquiring building permits, sensitize 

them on the payment of property rates, and address issues affecting them.  The representatives from the District 

Assembly were the District Social Welfare Officer, Jeffery Amo – Asare, and Mr. Adofo Konagyei from the 

District Works Department. The Traditional Council were represented by the Asokwa Krontihene, Nana 

Ameyaw Addo and the Asokwa Okyeame Nana Kwenin Mensah.  The program was designed to be an interactive 

section with the participants to help address the issues outlined for discussion. The report covers issues discussed 

and issues raised by participants of the program and ends with a conclusion.  

 

Figure 1 The Hon Assembly member addressing the participants 

2.0 WELCOME ADDRESS BY HON. ASSEMBLY MEMBER  

The Assembly member of Asokwa Electoral Area, Hon Ahmed Ishmael gave the welcome address. In his 

address, he thanked members present for responding to the invitation to the meetings. He informed the members 

to take every activity scheduled to be discussed seriously and encouraged them to be bold in raising issues 

affecting them for the necessary redress. He mentioned the significance of the meeting but expressed worry 

about the low attendance upon all necessary interventions put in place to communicate the meeting to all 

stakeholders. He encouraged participants to transfer the knowledge acquired to those who failed to participate.  
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3.0 FORMATION OF LANDLORDS ASSOCIATION  

The District Social Welfare Office, Jeffery Amo – Asare opened the discussion with the importance of Landlords 

in the community to form an association so they can collaborate with development agencies such as the District 

Assembly in developing and addressing developmental gaps in the community. He outlined other benefits such 

as participation in the local governance, holding the Assembly accountable, forwarding and addressing 

complaints, enhancing sensitization and education, bridging the informational gap between citizens and the 

Development Authority, and many more as the potential benefits associated with the formation of Landlord 

Association in the community. He mentioned that the association should be registered by the Assembly. He 

indicated that the following are the requirements required for the association to be registered by the Assembly; 

a copy of the constitution and an application letter addressed in the name of the District Chief Executive.   

 

Figure 2 The District Social Welfare officer addressing the formation of an association 
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Figure 3 The officer from the Works Department educates the participants on building permit 

4.0 FORMATION ON BUILDING PERMIT  

The officer from the Works Department highlighted the issuance of the permit in the district. He indicated that 

it is in the best interest of every property owner to acquire the requisite documents toward protecting the property. 

He indicated the Assembly has been authorized to fine or sanction every citizen who does not have the requisite 

documents for erecting any structure in the district. He explained the processes of acquiring a permit in the 

district. He stated that developers and owners should submit the following during the permit application;  

a. Evidence of Ownership of land with signed site plan  

b. Three sets of architectural drawings duly signed by a certified Architect or Engineer  

c. Three sets of architectural and structural drawings duly signed by a certified Architect or Engineer for 

multi-storey development   

d. Geotechnical / Soil investigation report for multi-storey development  

e. Fire report and EPA Permit for commercial and industrial development  

f. Petroleum permit for filling station  

g. Get and complete a building permit application form attached with a payment receipt from the 

Assembly’s revenue office  

5.0 PROPERTY RATES FORMATION 

The District Social Welfare Officer added that the Assembly is taking necessary steps to use the rest of the month 

to intensify education and sensitization programs on permit and property rates. He mentioned that the Assembly 

will soon be embarking on a property rate collection exercise and therefore encourage Landlords to be prepared. 
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He mentioned that the Assembly will communicate the amount each building will be paying. He indicated that 

the exercise commenced on 12th September 2022. He, therefore, cautioned the citizens to be vigilant and ensure 

that the appropriate receipt is issued with the right amount paid on it.  

 

Figure 4 Nana Ameyaw Addo, the Asokwa Krontihene, addressing participants 

6.0 MESSAGE FROM KRONTIHENE, NANA AMEYAW ADDO 

The Krontihene Nana Ameyaw Addo expressed gratitude to the Assembly for such an engagement and 

requested that the meetings will be consistent and frequent. He reiterated the issues raised that it would be 

best for the landlords to come together in the form of an association to support the development of the 

community. He also spoke of the need for developers and owners to regularize their documents to protect 

their properties. He indicated that the protection of the property is as equally important as the property itself. 

He promised participants that the Traditional council will do everything in their possible best to ensure that 

all allocation papers are effectively secured for all buyers. The Traditional Council is therefore calling for a 

joint meeting with the Assembly to come out with plans on how to enhance the Asokwa township.  
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Figure 5 section of the participants in the program 

7.0 ISSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS  

The Landlords took turns asking questions and raised issues to be considered by the District Assembly. The 

Issues raised that required needed consideration by the Assembly are outlined below.  

1. The Assembly should always be proactive and follow its timelines to enhance confidence in the 

citizenry. Many times that the Assembly comes with detailed outlines of events such as the collection of 

property rates, and communal labor but they fail to follow the outlines. They are suggesting that the time 

set for the inspection of documents and collection of property rates should be followed.  

2. The Assembly should consistently engage the communities and outline projects and programs 

implemented especially in the capital town of the district. They indicated that they permissions that the 

Assembly had done nothing, especially to the district capital since it started operating as a district.  

3. The Assembly should come out with guidelines to help owners who had put up their structures without 

a permit so they can get the permit for their completed building.  

4. The Assembly should set up a one-stop shop for all payments relating to the building permit. The 

Assembly should set up a place to help with the site plan and speed up processes leading to approval of 

the permit.  

5. The Assembly should team up with the Traditional council on setting up street systems in the Asokwa 

township, especially the areas behind the current location of the Central Administration of the District.  

6. The Assembly should come out with clear guidelines on processes to follow to ensure a location acquires 

poles to help in the extension of electricity to some parts of the community.  

7. The Assembly should put up mechanisms to avoid extortion of funds from citizens during the acquisition 

of building permits and site plans. The community listed an officer, the former Head of Works as 

extorting funds from applicants when accessing services from the Assembly.    
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8.0 CONCLUSION  

The program was successful. Participants expressed delight in the discussion and expressed gratitude to the 

District Assembly for organizing this program. All the items raised to be discussed were successful. Issues raised 

by the participants are expected to be forwarded to the Assembly for redress. The program came to a close at 

exactly 6:oopm.  

 

  


